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“I do not permit a woman to teach 

or to exercise authority over a man;

rather, she is to remain quiet.”

- Paul



Galatians 3:26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.
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“There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither slave nor free, 

there is no male and female, 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

- Paul
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These two passages are the linchpins 

of the entire gender role debate.

Why did God create two genders 

if we are one in Christ?



Gender Roles in Genesis 1-3

Broken stereotypes of aggressive v. passive, male v. female
Exegesis of “you”: masculine v. feminine, singular v. plural 
Husband is the head of the wife before the fall
God held Adam accountable for the sin of the couple
Woman is elevated as the pinnacle of creation, glory of the glory, natural beauty, 
gift of childbearing, vessel of the Messiah 

Life – Are we nuts?

Every living thing God created multiplies
We live in a fallen world
Satan opposes life – 250 years of feminism, sexual revolution, birth control, 
lawlessness
We are to push back against the culture of death with
life, love, and truth
Seth Gruber 1916 Project
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Recap of gender roles sermons from 2024

Gender Roles in Genesis 1-3 (2 parts)

Life – Are we nuts? (4 parts)



Today I am beginning a series on one of the most-contested verses in the Bible. I 
volunteered for this. Why? Because this is a passage I have personally wrestled 
with and finally came to understand.

<read title and subtitle>

We are continuing our series on the book of 1st Timothy. I needed to step away for 
2 months to care for my mom, so we had to bump this portion of the series to 
later. We are now going to drop back to chapter two and pick up eight verses 
there.

When I came to this church in 2012 and started meeting leadership of our sister 
churches, I wondered, "Why are they so hung up on this one verse?" I quietly 
resisted for years… until I finally took time to do my own homework. I actually 
came away with the same conclusion. Multiple other scholars I have read said 
the same thing, "I started this journey wanting women to be permitted to do 
everything men do in the church, but after studying scripture thoroughly the case 
is simply not there. The 'plain reading of scripture' is accurate."
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There Are 
Two Genders,

Not One
1 Timothy 2:8-15
1 Timothy 5:1-16

Gender Roles in the Church
Part 1

↩



For years I thought to myself, “Why are they so hung up on this one verse? What is 
wrong with women teaching a man in church?”
I chose the side of feminism over God. We must strip away cultural demands of 
God and understand and obey what Scripture says here specifically. 
This passage is in good company among many other prohibitions in scripture that 
culture rejects. We could simply start with the 10 Commandments. In saying this, 
however, I want to be careful in comparison not to elevate this as a salvation 
issue.

Volumes have been written in trying to both overturn this passage and to defend 
this passage. Two hundred years of feminism has a pry bar wedged under it and 
leaning in with full weight. Their aim is to dismantle what God created and 
defined as good. If you peel away 200 years of western feminism, you will find 
that this passage simply says what it says. And, it has been viewed that way for 
centuries without contest.

Do you bristle at the thought of scripture restricting your behavior? Scripture 
limiting women? That is certainly our culture’s spin. I hope by the time we are 
done with this series to help you lower your shields and trust God on this one.
Please trust me as we unveil the beauty in God’s design over the next several 
weeks.

Your bulletin insert has a place to takes notes as we go along and some 
resources to consider.

By the way, my laptop and PowerPoint were struggling last night. You might see a 
mix of upper case and lower case fonts in these slides. Those are random 
glitches from the computer and not intended as emphasis on any particular 
point.

My name is Ashley McGlone, and I am one of the elders here at New Song. We 
are glad you are with us today.
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Let’s begin by reading the full eight verses that we are going to cover over the next 
several weeks.
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1 Timothy 2:8–15 (ESV)

[8] I desire then that in every place the men should pray, 

lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling; [9] likewise 

also that women should adorn themselves in respectable 

apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided 

hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, [10] but with what is 

proper for women who profess godliness—with good works.
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1 Timothy 2:8–15 (ESV)

[11] Let a woman learn quietly with all 

submissiveness. [12] I do not permit a 

woman to teach or to exercise 

authority over a man; rather, she is to 

remain quiet.
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1 Timothy 2:8–15 (ESV)

[13] For Adam was formed first, then Eve; [14] 

and Adam was not deceived, but the woman 

was deceived and became a transgressor. [15] 

Yet she will be saved through 

childbearing—if they continue in faith and 

love and holiness, with self-control.
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Gender Roles in the Church -- 1 Timothy 2 & 5

Two views
“Difficult” Passages
Context – Ephesus & 1 Timothy
Gender differences – vv.8-10
Permissions of women – vv.11-12
Support from Genesis – vv.13-15
{ Men’s leadership roles – elders & deacons – 1 Timothy 3 }
Women’s roles – 1 Timothy 5:1-16



Secularization, deconstruction, humanism, Darwinism, relativism, 
postmodernism, ______ism, etc. These have all led us down into a grey existence 
where no one has unique value, or even has any basis upon which that value can 
rest.
That formless void is a pit of sin, darkness, and anxiety. This is our “culture”.
If you are dijerent from me, you are my enemy. (male/female, young/old, 
rich/poor, etc.) This is the enmity of the world.
Our souls ache for love, significance, and security. (June Hunt)
God speaks into that formless void to say you are made in His image, with 
purpose, and so valuable that he gave the life of His own Son for you.
And that is what we call “excavating souls from the ruins of the Fall”.
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Why?
Culture is lost



God’s design is true and good
Satan’s scheme is to deceive and destroy
Paul is telling Timothy to command the good and guard against the bad.

OUTSIDE THE CHURCH
Forbid marriage. Today much of culture simply ignores marriage. Our society is so 
broken by Marxism and postmodernism that every institution has been torn 
down, including the family.
Truth vs Lies
Demonic deceiving liars with no conscience, those are the ones who say to reject 
marriage and God’s design for men and women
Seth Gruber’s book The 1916 Project documents this thoroughly

INSIDE THE CHURCH
If the church doesn’t stand for the truth, who will?
We, the church, stand for the truth of God’s word and design.
Nothing good that God made is to be rejected.
However, the American Evangelical church has been giving up ground to culture 
for 100 years.
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Why?  1 Timothy 3-4

14 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so 
that, 15 if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the 
household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and 
buttress of the truth. …

1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from 
the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of 
demons, 2 through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, 
3 who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God 
created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know 
the truth. 4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be 
rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 5 for it is made holy by the 
word of God and prayer.



Doing more to look like culture than to look like God. (style of dress, music, etc.)
Now, in this weakened condition, the church is struggling to respond to the 
pressure of culture. Culture wants to move the line, and evangelicals have moved 
the line willingly for years. At what point does the line stop moving?
Either we take God at his word or we do not.
Satan will leverage the very goodness of God within our created image to lure us 
away from obedience to God… toxic empathy.

This is exactly what Paul charged Timothy to do: teaching and defending the truth 
against false doctrine that would emerge from within.

A Failure of Nerve (Edwin Freidman)
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These are not Biblical terms. You will not find them in your Bible. These are terms 
originating in the 1980s to represent the two majority views of men’s and 
women’s roles.
It simplifies conversations on the topic when you need to identify a position. So 
these are terms of convenience, not doctrine.
These are interpretations of scripture. They are not scripture.
This is not a salvation issue. Yet it does play out in how a church operates, as we 
read here in 1 Timothy.
And we show Christ’s love to people who do not hold the same view.
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Two views on gender roles

Complementarian
• 1987 Danvers Statement, 2017 Nashville Statement

• Equal in value and dignity, assigned different roles 

by God

• Men as the leaders in the home and church 

• Women as supporting and nurturing roles

• Harmony and balance achieved when both sexes 

fulfill their God-given roles

Egalitarian
• 1970s–80s “biblical feminism” movement

• Equal authority and responsibility in all aspects of 

life, including marriage and ministry

• Any differences are cultural rather than divine 

mandates

• Mutual submission and shared leadership, a 

partnership model transcending historical 

patriarchal norms

• All spiritual gifts and callings are distributed 

without regard to gender

https://churchleaders.com/pastors/471354-complementarianism-egalitarianism.html



“Biblical feminism” movement started in the 1970s
Let’s read the mission and values of this organization
Notice Galatians 3:28 on the front of the web site. That’s the verse we read 
earlier, “no male or female”.

This is emotional toxic empathy. “You don’t women to be abused do you?” Of 
course not.
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1987 CBE International –
Christians for Biblical Equality

https://www.cbeinternational.org



Danvers Statement – Biblical manhood and womanhood
Nashville Statement – LGBTQ

See cbmw.org for the full statement. It is a quick read.
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1987 The Council on Biblical 
Manhood and Womanhood https://cbmw.org



https://www.amazon.com/Women-Church-Third-Interpretation-
Application/dp/1433549611/
https://www.crossway.org/books/women-in-the-church-tpb/

I have great respect for the authors of this book. It was very helpful to me in 
preparing for this series, and I recommend it to you for reading. I have two loaner 
copies here that I would be glad to share with you.

humble, thorough, careful, scholarly, accessible

First released in 2005.
Second edition 2015.
Third edition 2025.
Each edition improves significantly over the former.

My son, beware of anything beyond these. Of making many books there is no end, 
and much study is a weariness of the flesh. Ecclesiastes 12:12
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Women in the Church:
An Interpretation and Application
of 1 Timothy 2:9-15
Third Edition

By
Andreas J. Köstenberger

Thomas R. Schreiner

Contributions by S. M. Baugh, 
Denny Burk, Albert M. Wolters, 
Robert W. Yarbrough, Theresa 
Wigington Bowen, Monica Rose 
Brennan, Rosaria Butterfield, 
Gloria Furman, Mary A. Kassian, 
Tony Merida, Trillia Newbell
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When I first began studying this issue in earnest, I wanted to believe that Scripture 
places no limitations on women in ministry and that every ministry position is 
open to them. As a student, I read many articles on the question, hoping that I 
could be convinced exegetically that all ministry oLices should be opened to 
women. Upon reading the articles, though, I remained unconvinced intellectually 
and exegetically that the new interpretations of the controversial passages were 
plausible. Indeed, reading the egalitarian interpretations persuaded me that the 
complementarian view was true, since the former involved unlikely 
interpretations of the so-called problem passages. I remember saying to a friend 
who is a New Testament scholar, “I would like to believe the position you hold. 
But it seems as if you have to leap over the evidence of the text to espouse such a 
position.” He replied, “Tom, you are right. Take that leap. Take that leap.” Leaping 
over the evidence is precisely what I am unwilling to do. Thus, I remain 
unconvinced intellectually and exegetically that the egalitarian position is 
tenable. The complementarian position seems unloving and discriminatory to 
many, and the general atmosphere of our society encourages people to liberate 
themselves from traditional views. American culture often lauds those who 
discard conventional positions and brands those who advocate new positions as 
courageous, creative, and thoughtful. On the other hand, those who hold the 
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complementarian view may be thought of as contentious, narrow, and perhaps 
even psychologically hampered... The truth or falsity of both views must be 
established by an intensive exegesis of the biblical text.
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You and I don’t have time to read stacks of books on a given topic. These men 
have. I have come to trust their research and their heart on multiple topics. I 
commend them to you.
They both arrived at the same conclusion after months of extensive research.
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Others said the same

Mike Winger

 – a year of research and 40 hours of videos later

Ashley McGlone

 – working out my own understanding of 

scripture



Rosaria Butterfield
If we use a hermeneutic that declares that we will obey God unless he asks us to 
do things that do not correspond with our cultural wisdom, our personal 
experience, or our heartfelt desire, we are not honoring God. When we do this, we 
fail to recognize that original sin has distorted us at the level of our hearts and 
minds, leaving us in a posture of grave discontentment.

Trillia Newbell
The winds and changes of culture don’t inform our view of Scripture; Scripture 
informs our view of culture.
I can see how that would be dijicult if one equates dijerent with unequal, which 
we do not. Paul continually shares the beauty of God’s design in creating us all so 
dijerent. We have varying gifts, and they are to be used to encourage and serve 
the body. This is a good thing.

A largely emotional argument requiring significant, creative reinterpretation of 
scripture.
Dismiss key passages as no longer relevant and limited to the culture of the 
context.
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Honest critique of 
egalitarianism



What is God’s purpose in two genders? Was God wrong? Is scripture wrong?
Forced equality suppresses unique purpose
The oppression language of the egalitarian position rings of critical theory which 
does not have its origins in scripture (think DEI)
Edwin Freidman – “herd mentality”, no one can be special, everyone gets a trophy
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Recognizes uniqueness of genders as created by God and labeled “very good” by 
God
Elevates the role of motherhood rather than following 250 years of feminist 
rebellion against God’s design
Defends the dignity of women
Condemns abuse of women by aggressive men (labeled “patriarchy” by the 
egalitarians)
It is not about ability, rather obedience, for both men and women
Champions on the gospel for all souls
Rooted in timeless plain reading of scripture
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Complementarian 
positives
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“plain reading of 
scripture”
11 hour Mike Winger video
Women in the Church book
“It says what it says.”



Genesis is the foundation
Everything created by God is good
All of this is under attack
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Male and Female

Same
• Image of God

• Salvation in Christ

• Value before God

• Dignity before others

• Creation mandate: Be fruitful, 
multiply, subdue, dominion 
over creation

Different
• Biology, natures

• Roles and responsibilities

• In home and church
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How do we approach 
“difficult” passages?
Expository preaching the “full 
council of God” does not allow us to 
dodge challenging verses.
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Authority vs Lawlessness

• Authority of God

• Authority of God’s design

• Authority of God‘s word

• Authority structure that God put in place

• All of this authority is challenged for all of time 

by Satan

• Lawlessness in culture has a broken view of 
authority



Sin and self obscure our view of scripture. That is the culture.
Slippery slope of tearing down or bending scripture to allow 
for our disobedience. Did God really say?
Supremacy of Scripture. 

Acknowledge that scripture is over us. We are not over 
scripture.
This is the Word of God. God is good. God’s word is good.
Would you instruct God? (1 Cor 2:16; 1 Cor 3:1-3; Romans 
11:33-36; Job 41:11; Isaiah 40:12-14)

Study to understand.
Text, Context, History, Author, Audience

Submit. Surrender my view to match God's, not the other 
way around.

And we must have the proper attitude, not a rebellious one of 
“oh well, we have to do what it says” but “this is God’s loving 
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Difficult? Me or God?

• Sin and self

• Slippery slope

• Supremacy of Scripture

• Study to understand

• Submit and surrender



design for our lives”. Recognize where rebellious attitudes 
landed ancient Israel.

Obey.
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What was Paul’s intent?

Love, Pure, Good, Sincere, True

[5] The aim of our charge is love that issues from 

a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere 

faith. [6] Certain persons, by swerving from these, 
have wandered away into vain discussion, [7] 

desiring to be teachers of the law, without 

understanding either what they are saying or 

the things about which they make confident 
assertions.

   1 Timothy 1:5-7



Galatians 3:26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.

Galatians is all about not wandering away from the true gospel.
1 Timothy is about how the household of God operates.
With regard to male and female, these are two dijerent and compatible topics in 
scripture.
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“There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither slave nor free, 

there is no male and female, 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

- Paul on the gospel
Galatians 3:26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.
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“I do not permit a woman to teach 

or to exercise authority over a man;

rather, she is to remain quiet.”

- Paul on church order



You can find this full statement in the sermon notes on the website.

Men and women have equal value before God, and God has given them unique 
natures, roles, and responsibilities within the home and church. Leadership roles 
are reserved for men, as demonstrated in both OT & NT patterns and teaching. All 
believing women and men are charged with a wide range of good works outlined 
in scripture and suited to God’s design for gender strengths. This structure is 
prescribed for the household of God. While these gender role dijerences are 
anecdotally observed in secular contexts, scriptural gender roles are not 
enforced there. Scripture opposes any view that undermines the dignity of either 
men or women.
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Summary 
Statement



As with any sermon series, we only have so much time. You may have questions 
about what we discussed today. 
The elders are always open to questions and discussing what we present on 
Sunday mornings.
Please feel free to reach out. This is a community church where we enjoy Bible 
discussions.
Remember if have two loaner copies of this book I will gladly share with you.
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Let’s talk



And next week… (next slide)
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Why did God create 
two genders if we 
are one in Christ?      
It is good.
For everything created by God is good, 
and nothing is to be rejected if it is 
received with thanksgiving.
1 Timothy 4:4
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Godliness 
Inside and 

Out
1 Timothy 2:8-10

angry men and fancy women
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Benediction
Remember that we have prayer down front after service. 
Let us stand for the benediction:

1 Timothy 4:4

For everything created by God is good, 
and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving.

This week let us give thanks for every good thing God has given us. 
You are dismissed.


